Mass Observation was founded in 1937 to collect subjective, qualitative data on everyday life in Britain, and has continued to record the ordinary and the everyday ever since. Mass Observation's purpose has always been to make the data it collects available to a range of disciplines to apply their own methodological approaches upon, resulting in data that can be reused within different projects and disciplines. This paper will use Mass Observation as a case study to illustrate how a sociological shift in attitude towards subjective data has played out in the use of a dataset traditionally viewed as a historical archive. I will review how the data itself is used to define and design methods of analysis, examining the epistemological implications of this approach to research design and the new dimension to the researcher-data subject relationship that is introduced. I will conclude by suggesting that research using Mass Observation exemplifies the methodological opportunities and insights that can be gained by adopting a broader, multi-disciplinary research approach to reusing data. 
By using Mass Observation as a case study, we can understand some of the implications of reusing data collected within other projects and identify issues to be addressed and methods to encourage reuse.
Mass Observation as Reused Data-Issues to Consider
All historical archives are available to be used as data by being subjected to secondary analysis techniques. In the case of Mass Observation, we have a slight anomaly: other archives of data are the by-product of lives lived or institutions being run. we are transforming the data through a process of re-contextualisation, it is not so much that we now have a new entity to be termed 'secondary data', and which might require a new methodology to be termed secondary analysis, rather, that through re-contextualisation, the order of the data has been transformed, thus secondary analysis is perhaps more usefully rendered as primary analysis of a different order of data.
Taking this into account, we can now begin to look at the issues that can arise when using Mass Observation that would be a similar issue to those of reusing any other data set. 
Summary
This paper has given a brief introduction to Mass Observation and its Archive of data, using it as a case study around which to discuss the opportunities and challenges that arise when reusing data. Its nature as a largescale anonymised, qualitative data source provides a unique opportunity for researchers Using the Mass Observation Project: A Case Study in the Practice of Reusing Data to come together to share methods and discuss implications, and renders it a safe space to explore the epistemological and methodological issues of using data that has not been collected for a single purpose. As social science continues to explore the opportunities that are locked away in old data sets, Mass Observation demonstrates how researchers can overcome perceived barriers to reusing data, celebrating research within new contexts and using new technologies.
